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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR ………………………… 

 
 

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances;  
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”    

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18      
                                                                           
We are about to celebrate the season of thanksgiving.  For the apostle Paul, 
the season of giving thanks should not be limited to a specific time of the year.  
Giving thanks should be a way of living each day.  But notice, the apostle Paul 
is not saying to give thanks for everything; Paul is saying give thanks in every-
thing.  There is a big difference between the two.  Having a thankful heart 
changes your attitude and your way of looking at life in profound ways.                                                      
 

Max Lucado, in his book “Less Fret, More Faith” mentions an activity that will 
help us develop an attitude of thankfulness:  
 

So how positive or negative is your thinking?  Try this:  Take a few moments  
to sit and look around you.  Find something negative in everything you see.  
Make a list of all the critical and unhappy thoughts that come to your mind.   
Notice how you feel when you finish, and write those feelings down.                                                          
 

Not much fun?  A steady diet of critical, negative, and ungrateful thought 
leaves us critical, negative, and ungrateful.  Now try the opposite approach:  
Take a few moments and look around you.  Find something positive in every-
thing you see.  Make a list of all the kind gestures and grateful thoughts that 
come into your mind.  Notice the difference in your mind and body versus  
focusing on the negative. 
 

What if this exercise became a practice in life?  It could.  Nobody other than 
yourself has the power to make you miserable and unhappy in the way you 
think or with your attitude.  As you pass through your day, look for opportunities 
to see the good in the world, in nature, and in life.  This simple exercise will 
place your mind in a healthier attitude of thankfulness.  Now, re-read the  
scripture text from 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 again, then pray this prayer:                 
 

Lord, I desire to be characterized by thankfulness.  I admit that I am more 
prone to dwell on the negative than the positive and to pine after the what-ifs 
rather than bask in the “already.”  Give me the grace to truly rejoice in the 
many good gifts you have given.  In your holy name.  Amen. 
 
 

Blessings and Thanks for the journey, 
 

Pastor Narda 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

CHURCH MOVIE DATE: NOVEMBER 12 

The movie WHAT IF (God gives you a second chance) will be shown  
Thursday November 12 at 10:30. It is a 2 hour movie. 
 

The story of Ben Walker (Kevin Sorbo), who fifteen years ago left his college 
sweetheart and his calling to become a pastor to pursue a business opportuni-
ty. Now with a high paying job, a trophy fiancée, and a Mercedes, he hasn’t  
considered a family or felt the need to set foot inside a church. But God has 
other plans.  In the tradition of It’s a Wonderful Life and The Family Man, it is  
a story of finding your purpose in life.  
 

You are welcome to join us for another inspiring movie experience.  
 

      Christian Outreach Team 

 

Food  
Delivered  
Monthly 

Thanks to everyone who has been donating canned goods and non- 
perishables for our Trinity House food pantry. We have always had shoppers 
who bought groceries once a month and we delivered them at that time. Our 
shoppers were reimbursed for any purchases that they submit to Mary Lou 
Misner. We have a shopper for November and December which should help 
the residents out during the holiday season with extra groceries. Donations 
can be brought to the Church anytime. We will deliver them the 3

rd 
week of  

the month.  



  
 

Church of the Apostles requires 
that you wear a mask and maintain 
a good social distance from every-
one who is not in your household 
while you are inside the church.  

 
 

 

Or you can sit in your car and  
listen to the service  

by tuning into radio station FM 88.9,  
or watch Virtual Church from home.  

 
Thank you  

for understanding. 

 
 

    VOLUNTEER NEEDED!!! 
 
 

The Christian Outreach Team needs  
a volunteer to coordinate the Hoff-
man Homes Birthday program. Our  
temporary volunteer has sent cards 
and money until January, 2021. 
Cards are usually sent every quarter 
and Linda sends the funds that they 
need out of our Birthday fund. We 
have quite a few cards on hand. 
This only requires a small amount of 
time and only 4 times a year.  
 

  If you are interested, see Judy. 

MODIFIED  

HANGING OF THE GREENS  

 Due to COVID precautions,  
the annual hanging of the greens will be 
modified this year.  Hanging of the 
greens will not be part of the worship 
service and we will not be able to  
gather as a group after worship as  
in the past.  However congregational  
assistance is still needed!  If you are 
willing to help with hanging of the 
greens and decorating the church for 
Christmas, please let us know by  
calling the church office or email-
ing  apostlesucc@gmail.com.   
 Families will be given one or 
more decorating tasks that can be  
performed at a specified time so that 
contact will not be made between  
families assisting.  If there is a specific 
decorating task you would like to  
perform (for example decorate the 
Christmas tree or hang the wreathes) 
please include this in your message! 

 

If you are unable to attend Worship 
and have internet capability,  

you can access  

Apostles  

Virtual Church 
on our website by visiting 

www.apostlesucc.com.  
Click on “Live Stream Recordings”  

under the WORSHIP tab.  

mailto:appostlesucc@gmail.com
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 HABITAT FOR HUMANITY  
OF FRANKLIN COUNTY 

                                                       
FAITH BUILD 2020 
The FaithBuild 2020 partnership with 
Thrivent Financial is completing a home 
located at 140 Ritchie Road in Fayette-
ville, PA. The home will be purchased by 
Ms. Rose Simon and provide a safe,  
decent, affordable place for Rose and her 
two boys.   
 

Church of the Apostles has designated 
this year’s produce donations to this  
project and so far we have collected 
$129.                  
         

HOME DEDICATION CEREMONY AND 
OPEN HOUSE NOV. 15 AT 3:00 PM 
Everyone who participated in this project 
in any way - prayer, volunteering,  
donating - is invited to participate in this 
very moving home dedication ceremony.  
Be there when the hard work of the  
partner family is celebrated and they  
receive the key to their new home just in 
time for Thanksgiving and the holidays. 
 
 

ATTEND this powerful event - this is an 
amazing time to see God’s work fulfilled 
and lives changed! It is no exaggeration 
to say you can witness a miracle. 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE THAT DUE TO COVID, 
THIS EVENT MAY BE VIRTUAL. 

 
 

Birthdays &  
Anniversaries 

in 

November 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 

 

3   Joshua Misner 

5   Bruce Barr 

7   Bob & Shelley Benchoff 

27 Colin Berkey 

27 Sondra Monn 

 
                                                    

                                                 Readers    

                 for November  
 
 
 

November 1:   Laurie Hovermale   

 

November 8:   Mary Lou Misner  
 

November 15:  Donna Haugh  
 

November 22:  Pastor Narda  
 

November 29:  Bob Benchoff  

 

December 6:    Donna Haugh  



2020 ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING 
 
Church of the Apostles held its 2020 Annual Business Meeting on October 25, 
2020.  Consistory President Bert Hovermale called the meeting to order after 
the morning worship service.  No meal was scheduled because of the  
pandemic.  Pastor Narda opened the meeting with a short devotion and prayer.  
There were three important items on the agenda:  1) Review and approve the 
2021 Spending Plan; 2) Review and approve suggested changes to the 
church’s Constitution and Bylaws; and 3) Elect/Approve new Consistory  
members for the term beginning 2021. 

 
 

2021 Spending Plan.  Secretary/Treasurer Linda Ritchey walked members 
through every line of the spending plan.  The plan anticipates $89,196.75 in 
available income and $84,752.86 in expenses, yielding excess income of 
$4,443.89.  This isn’t a bad result, considering our investment income has  
taken a hit as a result of the pandemic-driven economic downturn.  The plan 
includes increases in salary for the Pastor, Secretary/Treasurer and Organist.  
The Pastor’s increase was based on minimum salary guidelines from the Penn 
Central Conference.  The Secretary/Treasurer’s increase was based on  
continued superior performance of her current responsibilities and successful 
completion of a pandemic-related initiative to set up and operate a virtual 
church.  The Organist’s increase was also justified as a result of new pandemic
-related responsibilities.  In his role as the church’s music director, Organist  
Jim now conducts additional research to ensure the church has a license or  
permission to play and stream each piece of music in the worship service.   
The 2021 Spending Plan was approved by the membership on a voice vote.             
 
 

Constitution and Bylaws (C&BL) Changes.  Changes to the C&BL were  
minor this year.  The C&BL language with respect to committees or teams was 
changed to clarify that the list of teams currently in the C&BL is exemplative – 
in other words, just an example.  Consistory can organize itself and its teams  
in any way it deems necessary in order to accomplish the church’s mission.   
Consistory members are designated as either Elders or Deacons.  The C&BL 
was changed to say that Consistory members retain the honorary title of Elder 
or Deacon after they leave Consistory.  The honorary Elders and Deacons may 
perform the duties prescribed for Elders and Deacons in the C&BL if requested 
to do so by the pastor or Consistory.  Finally, the description of the Spiritual 
Council was amended to correct errors and the description of the Pastoral  
Relations Team was changed to align with new guidance from the UCC  
National Church.  Changes to the C&BL were approved by the membership  
on a voice vote.   



 

Elect/Approve New Consistory Members.  The terms of four Consistory 
members (Bert Hovermale, Laurie Hovermale, Judy Fitz, Richard Hovis) end 
December 31, 2020.    Mary Lou Misner, Bob Benchoff, and Donna Hough 
have agreed to serve on Consistory for three-year terms beginning January 1, 
2021.  Bert Hovermale called for additional nominations from the floor, but 
none were forthcoming.  The three candidates were approved by the member-
ship on a voice vote.  Consistory may fill the remaining vacancy by appoint-
ment at any time during the term if someone can be found who will serve.  
Mary Lou, Bob, and Donna will join the four current members of Consistory, 
whose terms expire December 31, 2022.  They are Chris Bobb, Tory Van 
Reenen, Joanne Keech, and Larry Little. 
 
 

Bert Hovermale opened the floor for any other business for the good of the 
church.  There being none, the Church of the Apostles Annual Business  
Meeting was adjourned on a voice vote from the membership.   

  Waynesboro Hospital Auxiliary Greens Sale Modified 
 
 

As many of you know, the Renfrew Institute on October 13, 2020 moved into 
the Welty Medical Building at 12525 N. Welty Rd., Waynesboro, PA.  This may 
be a temporary or permanent location for the Renfrew Institute.  They will  
definitely be there until the end of the year.   

Due to space limitations and concerns over the COVID restrictions, the greens 
executive group decided that the Auxiliary would not host the regular Greens 
sale this year as has been done in the past.  We will hold a Holiday Bazaar  
on Friday, November 20, 2020 from 9:00a.m. until 4:00p.m. and also on  
Saturday, November 21, 2020 from 9:00a.m. until 1:00p.m. at the Welty  
Medical Building instead of the Church of the Apostles. 

There will be no bake sale this year.  In lieu of baked goods, we will accept 
monetary donations.  Donations should be sent to Waynesboro Hospital  
Volunteer Office, ATTN:  Susan Lowery, 501 E. Main St., Waynesboro 
PA  17268. 

There will be no fresh greens. 

We will be glad to sell items the week of November 20
th
 as we set up for the 

sale.  Please contact Rhonda McFarland at 717-762-8720 or Ann O’Toole at 
717-762-7095 or Deb Eisenhauer at 717-762-9121 to arrange to meet at the 
building.  

Thank You for your support over the years as we try to deal with the changes.  



Life Line Screening 
will be coming to Church of  the Apostles 

on November 19 
Very strict protocols will be in place to prevent the spread of COVID-19. 

 

 







Thank you for the  
Birthday Card  

donations! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

  

 

 
 

 

THE CHURCH OF THE APOSTLES 
336 BARNETT AVENUE 
WAYNESBORO, PA  17268-0288  
 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please forward an address change to the Church office.   
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MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We are called together to worship God, united by the Holy Spirit, 
and chosen as instruments of our Lord’s purpose to teach, support 
and serve all people.  We witness to the church, the community and 

the world by showing joy in the faith and using our talents to praise God. 
 


