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From the Pastor’s Study May 2017 

 

 Another Easter Sunday has come and gone and if the focus of Easter 
for you was a celebration of Jesus’ victory over death I hope the day filled you 
with renewed hope for the future. Sadly for many people who could use some 
good news and hope for the future, Easter Sunday was just another secular 
holiday; a day to have a cook out and mow the grass. Yes, there were people 
mowing the grass even on Easter Sunday.  
 People who belong to a church know that many churches today have a 
difficult time filling their pews even on Christmas and Easter. Secular activities 
such as sports events, craft shows, charity races, auctions and yes now even 
yard sales are planned for Sunday mornings. It is clear that a religious service 
that takes place on Sunday mornings is not taken into consideration when 
planning such events. That indicates how little importance much of the world 
puts on attending a Sunday worship service. 
 No one is more frustrated over this modern trend than pastors.  That is 
because our life, our commitment, and our passion is the church. We love the 
church, we know its value, we want to see it survive and grow.  We want to see 
people’s lives changed for the better in ways only the church and what it has to 
offer can change them. We have made a commitment to God to serve the 
church and its people to the best of our ability in spite of everything that works 
against us succeeding. 
 Last week there was a message on the church answering machine from 
the Gettysburg Hospital saying that one of our church members was having 
surgery.  The name of the man having surgery was unfamiliar to me so I called 
the hospital to tell them they had the wrong church. The man who answered 
my call said that the church he was trying to contact must be another church in 
Waynesboro with the name Apostle in it.  I suggested the Catholic Church in 
town. 
 I don’t know what I said to him next, but he was prompted to say, 
“People today are only interested in the church when they’re sick, there is            
a   crisis in their life or a death. They aren’t interested anymore in Sunday              
services.”  I didn’t ask him, but I got the feeling from the sincerity of his words 
he was an elderly chaplain or perhaps a retired minister who volunteered at the 
hospital. Clearly he was frustrated over the current state of the church.    
 Sadly, I had to agree with his feelings about the church because that is 
how I often feel as a pastor. Although I have only been in this business for less 
than ten years I can understand what it must feel like for a minister who has 
been serving the church for a lifetime; frustrating, exasperating, infuriating at  



times, and yet still rewarding and satisfying. The occasional rewards and              
personal satisfaction in knowing that we have actually succeeded in some             
way must surely be through God’s grace to keep us going.  It is only through 
God’s grace, our love for the church, our strong desire to see it succeed, our 
commitment to God and God’s people that pastors continue serving the church 
from decade to decade without becoming so discouraged we give up.  
 It is easy for people to forget that pastors are not super human                    
individuals who are socially well adjusted, confident in all they say and do; 
good writers and accomplished speakers.  Most of us are not.  In fact most           
of us are very broken people who often wonder why we were ever called to 
ministry. We too suffer from depression and times of loneliness. We are on             
call 24/7. But that seems to be how God does things; chooses those who are 
broken to represent a God who is perfect in every way. Perhaps because in our 
flaws we find ourselves having to cling to God more than if we were full of self-
confidence. 
 A minister I knew who had been in ministry for 50 years said that people 
have no idea what goes on in the life of a minister.  He said that even his wife 
of 50 years didn’t entirely know what was going on in his mind as a pastor.  
That is because pastor’s lives encompass far more than the average person’s 
life.  Not only are we expected to successful run and grow a church, we are 
also expected to be mindful of what is going on in the lives of an entire                     
congregation and often even the lives of their relatives. That burden becomes 
even heavier as many of us carry in our hearts the lives of people we don’t 
even know; the lives of humankind.  Many a morning I have sat down in front of 
the television and wept over the latest news; another shooting, another suicide, 
a bomb has been dropped in the Middle East killing 70 people, most of them 
children.  These events weigh heavy on pastor’s hearts.  
 Many pastors are in constant communion with God. Throughout the day 
we are in a silent conversation with God, praying silently for people, asking 
God for guidance, bringing our frustration to God.  We are often expected to 
say a prayer publicly upon request. As one minister recently said, these are  
often “prayer speeches.”  They are words spoken before people on demand 
who   expect a minister to say something spiritual for an event or before a 
meal. Often we are put on the spot without any time to gather our thoughts           
before saying a prayer publicly. That is very difficult for me, a person who must 
gather my thoughts and write them down before they are spoken. 
 I ask you to be mindful of the lives of all pastors and remember that 
most of us are working hard to do a job that sometimes seems impossible; 
keeping the church of Jesus Christ alive in a world who for the most part is no  



longer interested in the church. On the way to the church this morning, a father 
letting his young daughter off to catch the bus looked at me waiting behind the 
bus and gave me a big smile. It was a smile from someone I didn’t know yet it 
lifted my spirit for a moment. I realized that sometimes all a pastor needs, all 
many of us need; is simply a smile from a stranger. 
 

In Christian Love, 
Pastor Michael 

 

“…honor the officers of your church who work hard among you and warn you against 
all that is wrong. Think highly of them and give them your wholehearted love because 

they are straining to help you.  And remember, no quarreling among yourselves.”                   
-1 Thessalonians 5:12-13      

 

 

 

 

 
 

Summer Sermon Topics 

 

 During the summer months you are invited to 

offer topics you would like Pastor Michael to speak 

on as his Sunday sermon. Any suggestions will be  

appreciated. Call him or talk to him personally with 

your request.  
 

 

Pastor on Vacation 
 

 I will be away from the office from May15 - 

May 22.  I will not be going away so you may still call 

me if there is a crisis.  Donna Hale from First UCC 

church in Carlisle will supply for me on Sunday May 

21.  She has supplied for me in the past and always 

enjoys her time with Apostles. 



 Poor Attendance  
at Holy Week Services a Concern 

 

 Attendance at this year’s Holy Week services was again low as they 

were for many churches. 8 people from the congregation attended the Maundy 

Thursday service, 7 attended the Good Friday service.  Such low attendance 

perhaps may indicate that these services are no longer meaningful and should 

be discontinued in the future. Attendance for this year’s Christian/Jewish Seder 

was 12. Attendance in the past has been as high as 35. This low attendance 

may also indicate this special Palm Sunday event is no longer meaningful and 

may be discontinued. Thank you to those who did attend these events.    

 
 

Easter Thank You’s 

 

 Thanks to everyone who attended the Easter Sunday service, especially 

the children who as always contributed their own special gifts to the service.  

Thanks to those of you who helped prepare the church and for our celebration 

of the resurrection of Jesus. A special thank you to the ladies who wore an 

Easter hat; you made a lot of people smile as they recalled the days when a 

special hat for Easter was essential.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 
Calendar of Events 

 

May 
 

   
 7  Worship      10:45 AM 
 
 8  Buchannan Trail Quilters   5:30 PM 
 
14 Worship                           10:45 AM 
 
16 Silver Express Delivery     1:30 PM 
 
20 Buchannan Trail Quilters   9 - 3PM 
 
21 Worship               10:45 AM 
 
21 Consistory                         12 Noon 
 
28 Worship               10:45 AM       
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Weight Watchers meets every 
             Tuesday at 5 PM 
     and Wednesday at 9 AM 
 
Al Anon meets every Thursday  
           from 8-9 PM 
     

 
 

Birthdays  
&  

Anniversaries 
in 

May 
 

 
 

 

 9  Linda & Dan Ritchey 

17 Nancy Piper 

18 Pastor Michael 

19 Mark and Katie Lux 

27 Jean High 

28 Mark Lux 

30 Nicole Leidig 

30 Ty and Holly Berkey 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

CONSISTORY 

MEMBERS  

 

 

Julia Cramer 

Jean High 

Mary Lou Misner 

Martha Smith  

 

 

Donna Levick 

Sondra Monn 

Nevin Monn  

Brian Jacobs  

 

 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

in May 
 

 
 
 
Ushers & Greeters 

  
May 7:    Tony & Donna Haugh 

May 14:  Nevin & Sondra Monn 

May 21:   Bob Benchoff & Bob Stum 

May 28:   Donna Levick & Judy Fitz 

 

    
  

Communion Assistants 

 

 May 7:  Tony & Donna Haugh  
   

 



Hoffman Homes Youth Find 
Hope, Healing Through Music 

 

      April 5, 2017  |  By Barb Powell  
 

“Music is therapy. Music moves people. It connects people in ways that no other medium can.                                

It pulls heart strings. It acts as medicine.”  — Award-winning musician Macklemore  

 

 

 The medicinal benefits of music are quickly becoming evident                   
throughout United Church of Christ-related Hoffman Homes for Youth in                   
Littlestown, Pa. Already possessing a strong creative arts therapy program, 
Hoffman Homes just expanded to include music therapy. 
 “Having a music therapy program offers our children an additional               
path to healing, and provides a meaningful means of stress relief and the                 
development of anger management skills,” says Jennifer Sepic, supervisor for 
creative therapies. “It can also serve as a life-long coping skill and a form of 
safe, productive and healthy self-expression. Our goal is to use music –– in            
addition to art, pet, and horse therapies –– as a medicine, to make our kids’ 
lives better: socially, cognitively, physically, emotionally and developmentally.” 
 Thanks to some generous donors, the program began last fall. In addi-
tion to other improvements, the music studio was painted and renovated to             
include soundproofing, plus new technology for writing, playing, and listening     
to music. A GoFundMe campaign in 2016 brought in the needed monies for 
musical instruments. 
 Hoffman Homes is a CHHSM-member ministry providing residential 
treatment services for emotionally and behaviorally troubled children and 
teens. It also is a Sanctuary-Certified Organization, meaning that it centers             
on a therapeutic approach toward children who’ve suffered trauma that asks, 
“What’s happened to you?” instead of “What’s wrong with you?” The creative 
arts therapies at Hoffman Homes are a key ingredient in reaching and helping 
the most vulnerable children. 
 “We firmly believe that by providing children with safe and creative                
outlets, in addition to traditional talk therapy, they are better supported on their 
journey of recovery from traumatic experience,” says Sepic. 
 Music therapist Eric Fisak concurs. “Using techniques [also] used in talk 
therapy –– such as self-talk and deep breathing –– music therapy will reinforce 
and complement the important work the children’s primary therapists do,” he 
says. 
 And how do the residents of Hoffman Homes feel? “Music is life!” says 
one. Music “helps me get motivated,” says another. 

https://www.chhsm.org/news/hoffman-homes-youth-find-hope-healing-music/
https://www.chhsm.org/news/author/chhsm_5xoods/
http://www.hoffmanhomes.com/
http://www.hoffmanhomes.com/menu/Services/creativetherapies/
http://www.hoffmanhomes.com/Menu/Services/creativetherapies/Webpage


 “Music often plays a significant role in our lives. I believe this to be                 
particularly true with adolescents,” says Fisak. “Music therapy serves as a 
creative outlet that these children may not otherwise have. It offers another 
way to help our children develop socialization skills … enhance self-esteem, 
process past trauma, and contemplate the future.” 
 “Our goal was to build a healing and constructive therapeutic program 
using music,” Sepic says. “Virtually all of our children expressed a desire for a 
music therapy program.” 
 In the wise words of two young persons receiving life-saving healing 
through Hoffman Homes: 
 “Music enlightens the heart … [and] carries joy and comfort through our 
spirits, to let ourselves get through whatever we are facing.” 
 “Songs teach us that we can survive hard times. They allow us to hope 
for a better future and try to get there.” 

 

“Silver Express” Food Bank 
 

Thank you for your help to fill their 
bowls! 

 

  
               Donations for this month      
               will be delivered May 16. 

 
 

All canned/boxed food on the shelves will be delivered                       

each month to ensure freshness.  

 

Social Seniors  

 

 

Social Seniors will be held on Monday May 8,                        

2 - 4 PM at Trinity State Line. 



 

Caring for the Church Grounds 

 

 The time has come when we will be spending more time caring for              
the church grounds. That includes watering planters and hanging baskets, 
weeding, and mulching.  The church receives many compliments during the 
summer months on the beauty of its property.  Everyone who is a member of 
the church and physically capable should be sharing in the maintenance of the 
grounds. We should all take as much pride in our church home as we do our 
own homes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Community Gardens 

 

 This is the 7
th
 year for the churches community garden ministry. All 15 

garden plots are spoken for. Take time during the growing season to walk out 
and look at the gardens, talk to the folks who might be working on their plot. 
The community gardens are an extension of this churches ministry to the              
public. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Tuesday Morning Movies 

 

 Tuesday morning movies will continue to be shown as long as there is 

continued interest.  Please let Pastor Michael know ahead of time if you are 

interested in attending the next film so he can plan accordingly. Last month we 

watched The Robe and Ben Hur. 

 

 

 

 

50
th

 Anniversary Award 

 

 Church of the Apostles will be acknowledged at the 

Penn Central Conference for its 50
th
 anniversary.  Pastor 

Michael will represent the church while he attends the               

conference in early June.  
 

 

 

 

 

Trinity House Guest Speaker 

 

 A few weeks ago Joan Amsley, the director of Trinity House spoke               

during our worship service.  She expressed words of appreciation and gratitude 

for the churches Silver Express food bank 

ministry.  I know that those who participate     

in this ministry were moved by the sincerity  

of her words spoken on behalf of the many 

residents of Trinity House who receive                

assistance from the church each month           

in the way of food.  



 

 



 
 



  

 



 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

  

 
 
 

 

THE CHURCH OF THE APOSTLES 
336 BARNETT AVENUE 
WAYNESBORO, PA  17268-0288  
 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please forward an address change to the Church office.   
 

 

 

       

 

 

 
 

May 2017 
 

             

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We are called together to worship God, united by the Holy Spirit, 
and chosen as instruments of our Lord’s purpose to teach, support 
and serve all people.  We witness to the church, the community and 

the world by showing joy in the faith and using our talents to praise God. 
 


