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From the Pastor’s Study March 2016 

 

 

 I’m writing this article for the March newsletter but it feels like it should 

be April. A spring like rain is falling and the temperature is close to fifty                    

degrees. Many of the surrounding fields are green and the stink bugs are              

coming out of hibernation in my house. Despite the recent blizzard of 2016, 

most of the snow has melted and the winter weather seems to be over. It feels 

like spring. But the reality is there is plenty of winter yet to come. There will 

likely be more snow and freezing temperatures even into April. 

Easter always seems like it should always be in April when the trees are 

budding and bulbs are emerging from the cold ground and the temperatures 

are warmer.  But this year Easter is in March. By this weekend there will only 

be three weeks until Holy Week and four weeks until Easter Sunday. Like the 

rest of the world the church is always planning and working and looking ahead 

towards the next season. The Easter Sunday bulletins have been ordered and 

deadline to order Easter flowers is looming. 

It is good to have something to look forward to whether it be a special 

event, a new season, a celebration or a milestone in life. Sadly there are many 

people who have little or nothing to look forward to.  My father who lives in an 

assisted facility is one of those people partly by choice. He does not participate 

in any of the activities the facility offers.  He only interacts with the people who 

care for his personal needs and the men who sit at the table with him for 

meals. He rarely receives visitors or phone calls.  He is not alone in not having                     

anything to look forward to. Many of the residents at retirement homes lead 

lonely lives sometimes by choice and sometimes by family circumstances. 

But there are also many people who are not in retirement homes, who 

are not elderly or physically challenged in some way that have nothing to look  



 

 

forward to.  They are often younger people who feel there is no future for them. 

There is a prevailing sense of hopelessness by many people in our world                  

today. I believe it is the reason behind so much sadness and the many                     

addictions people struggle with.  Since people don’t foresee any future than 

why not do something that at least feels good right now? It is a temporary fix 

that always leads to a greater feeling of emptiness afterwards. 

I believe that much of the hopelessness people feel today could be            

alleviated or even eliminated if they would find a church home and become  

part of a church family. Unlike many of us from older generations who grew up 

in the church, there are many younger people who have never been inside of a 

church. They have little or no understanding of who God or Jesus are.  The 

have never known the hope that most of us as Christians have because of our 

relationship with God and the promises of God. They have only known what 

the secular world has to offer which is a superficial hope based on material, 

fleeting, worldly things of little substance. 

Easter is the perfect time to share our faith with others; not in a                     

self-righteous, holier than thou way, but in a way that will perhaps intrigue                    

people, pique their interest.  Tell people what Easter means to you personally. 

Tell them why the resurrection of Jesus means hope for the world. Invite them 

to our Easter service; send them an Easter card, not a card with Easter                   

bunnies and chicks, but a card that expresses the spiritual meaning of Easter. 

Give a book about the Easter story to a child.  There are many books available 

that explain the Easter story in a way a child can understand. That book might 

plant a seed in that child’s life that will help them grow into a future life of faith. 

Invite someone to see one of the two biblical movies that have been recently 

released. “Risen” is about the days following the crucifixion of Jesus and              

another, coming in March called “The Young Messiah”, about the early life           

of Jesus. Biblical movies always inspired me as a child. 

 

   



Easter should be a joyful time for Christians, as much so if not more so 

than Christmas. I invite you to take time away from Easter baskets, candy,           

dying and hunting for eggs, preparation for family dinners and buying flowers to 

reflect on the spiritual meaning of the resurrection of Jesus. Take time during 

Holy Week to attend the Maundy Thursday and the Good Friday service.             

Reflect on how different your life might be had it not been for the love and                

sacrifice of Christ.  Give thanks for the hope we as Christians have for the             

future that is available not only to us but to all people, even those who may            

not yet know or believe, because of  Christ’s sacrifice of love. 

 

    Easter Blessings, 

Pastor Michael 
 

“According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living 

hope  through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”-1 Peter 1:3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My grandmother Margaret Cromer in her garden Easter morning April 1968.  



 

 

 

 

 

Church of the Apostles 

Elders and Deacons 

2014 - 2015 

 

 

Elders 

 

Randy Cramer Jean High 

Dave Patterson Martha Smith 
 

 

 

Deacons 

 

Trudy Stum  Donna Levick 

Nancy Dinterman Brian Jacobs 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Altar Flowers 

 
 

There is a sign-up calendar on              

the bulletin board in the Narthex           

for those wishing to donate altar 

flowers. Flowers can be purchased 

or provided from your own garden.  

If you purchased flowers and would 

like the purchase to be credited as  

a donation, place the receipt in a 

white envelope with your name           

and church envelope number in             

the upper right hand corner. You  

can place this envelope in the         

offering plate. If you want to supply 

flowers, but are unable to make the 

purchase, contact Nancy Dinterman 

at 762-3735. Flowers may also be 

ordered through Above the Rest 

Florist at 762-8181. The cost is 

around $35 for two vases that will     

be delivered to the church Sunday 

morning at no extra cost.    

 



 
 

Calendar of Events 
 

March 
 
 

 6  Worship                   10:45 AM 
 

 7  College Club                         7 PM 
 

13 Worship                   10:45 AM 
 

13  Consistory            12:15 PM 
 

14  Social Seniors                2 - 4 PM 
 

14  Buchanan Trail Quilters 5:30 PM 
 
20 Palm Sunday Service    10:45 AM 
 
17  Silver Express Delivery   1:30 PM 
 
27  Easter Sunday Service      10 AM 
 
 
                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Weight Watchers meets every 
             Tuesday at 5 PM 
     and Wednesday at 9 AM 
     

 

Al Anon meets every Thursday  
           from 8-9 PM 

 
 

Birthdays  
&  

Anniversaries 
in 

March 
 

 

 

1  Laurie Hovermale 

3  Erica Pryor 

5  Tony Haugh 

6  Maude Barr 

7  Pat Bostwick 

9  Tim Misner 

12 Dan Ritchey 

14 Trudy Stum 

14 Mae Kauffman 

15 Richard Hovis 

15 Steve Leidig 

20 Sandra Smith 

20 Gilbert and Laurie Hovermale 

25 Mitchell Leidig 

29 Jake Jacobs 



     WORSHIP ASSISTANTS in March  

 

Lay Readers 
 

The scriptures will given to you 
the week before you are 

scheduled to read. 
 
 
 

 

No assigned readers  

for  

March 

  

 

 

The Nursery is Available if Needed.  
 
 

Acolytes 
The youth in our church will acolyte. 

If they are unavailable, then the  
Pastor or another congregant will bring 

"The Light of Our Lord" 
into the sanctuary. 

 

 

Ushers & Greeters 
  
March 6:     Tony & Donna Haugh 

 

March 13:   Donna Levick & Judy Fitz` 
 
March 20:   Bob & Trudy Stum 
 

March 27:   Brian & Debbie Jacobs  
 
  

    

Communion Assistants 
 

March 6:  Tony & Donna Haugh, 

                Bob Stum 

April 5:  Ernie Fitz, Jean High,  

             Bob Benchoff             



       Social Seniors 

 

Social Seniors will be held at Trinity State Line 
 

on March 9, from 2- 4 PM. 
 
 

Refreshments will be served. 

Church Staff & Committees          
        

 Pastor: Michael Cromer Home: 717-776-7612  
                Cell:    717-816-2940  
    Email: mcromerm@aol.com 
 

 Church Office:  762-4113    Email: apostlesucc336@embarqmail.com 
 Office Hours: Tuesday - Friday 8:30 AM – 3 PM  
 
 Secretary:  Linda Ritchey  762-1789 
 Volunteer Financial Secretary: Judy Fitz  762-4028 
 Treasurer: Linda Ritchey  762-1789 
 Choir Director: Reg Rice 
 Organist: Jim Heefner  765-9534   
 Consistory President:  Randy Cramer 717– 387-1657 
 Vice-President:  Jean High 762-7794 
 Altar Guild:  Danny & Laurie Deavers  717-655-5078        
 Archive:  Linda Ritchey  762-1789   
 Christian Education:   
 Christian Outreach:   
 Lay, Life, & Work:   
 Outdoor Ministry: Bob Benchoff  749-5202 
 Property: Bruce Barr  (301) 824-2849 
 Spiritual Council: Randy Cramer   (717)387-1657 
 Spiritual Council Vice-Chair: Dave Patterson  762-1452 
 Stewardship & Finance: Donna Haugh & Jean High 

mailto:mcromerm@aol.com
mailto:apostlesucc336@embarqmail.com


  
 
 

 

 
 

 

Consistory Highlights 

Minutes from  
June 20, 2012 

 

Minutes of May 9 meeting were 
approved by Deavers/Lynerd    
motion. 
 

On a Jacobs/Dinterman motion the 
Treasurer’s Report was approved 
subject to audit on a Deavers/
Lynerd motion. 
 

Old Business: 
The Elder and Deacon’s                      
descriptions were finalized. The 
revised Bylaws and Constitution 
be approved with the following  
major changes: Members of              
Consistory will be lowered to 8 
from 12 and Consistory will meet 
every other month.  Five members    
constitutes a quorum.  

NEW BUSINESS:                           
Parking Lot – A letter will be sent 
to the American Legion stating the 
parking lot at Church of the                 
Apostles is in need of repair and/or 
sealing/repaving.  Bob Benchoff 
will be getting estimates to include 
in the letter.  We are hoping they 
will approve grant money.  An      
estimate from AAA Paving for             
filling in cracks is $1800. 

 

Committee Reports 
Christian Outreach –                                
The Lutheran Handbell Choir (April 
29) and the Wayne Band (June 10) 
performed. Each was given a dona-
tion and a freewill offering. Frank 
Scheib was guest speaker June 10  
on behalf of Fisher House                  
Foundation. Communicating with 
the Fruit Belt Farm worker Christian 
Ministry for a fall activity. The last 
Silver Express food back delivery 
was April 20. 

Christian Education Committee:     
Bible School is being planned for 
July. Planning a youth event for the 
summer. Cards and cash for our 
three graduates were mailed.  
(Hannah Misner (law school), Jeff 
Dingle (college) and Katie Fitz (high 
school). 
 

Stewardship and Finance: 
Deavers/Deavers moved the                  
Finance Committee will make the 
decision to put all C.D’s with                
Edward Jones when the mature. 
D. Deavers/Dinterman moved to 
donate the eight heavy tables and 
63 old metal chairs to Pam                
Rowland and her American Indian 
Mission Group. 

The next meeting August 8, 2012. 
  

. Christian/Jewish Seder 
 

This will be the 5th year that Church of the Apostles 

will hold a Christian/Jewish Seder meal.  This             

special event has become a popular addition to our                         

preparation for Easter.  An average of 30 people 

have attended the Seder each year, many of those 

people have had no previous understanding of this 

Jewish tradition.  Those who have attended have 

found it to be a meaningful spiritual experience. It 

has deepened their understanding of the Jewish 

heritage that Christians share.  A Christian/Jewish 

Seder meal is based on the traditional Jewish celebration meal at Passover.  

We as Christians observe this meal because it is a reminder to us that God did 

not first reveal himself to us but to the Jewish people.  It is also a reminder that 

Jesus was a Jew. This year’s Seder meal will be held on March 20 at 3:00 pm.   

A community potluck will be held after the symbolic meal.  The Seder meal is a 

sacred time of worship that follows a certain order. It tells the Exodus story of 

the Jewish people. It is a time for adults to educate the young about their              

spiritual heritage and a time for the adults to renew their own memory of their 

past.  This is a joyful time of fun and fellowship. Everyone is invited to                       

participate from the very young to the eldest of the church family.  Everyone is 

welcome to attend and to bring a friend. Please bring food to share at the                

potluck that follows the symbolic Seder meal.  A sign-up sheet will be in the 

narthex or you may call Pastor Michael to reserve your place at the Seder table 

or if you  

Inclement Weather on Sundays 

We are now in the season of snow, sleet, and                 

freezing rain. If you are not certain whether or not we will be 

having a worship service on a Sunday when the roads may 

be hazardous, please check the churches answering                  

machine or you can always call Bob Benchoff on Sunday 

morning. His number is 377-4729.                     



 

Holy Week Services 
 

 Holy Week is the week leading up to Easter Sunday.  It is the last week 

of the season of Lent. There are two special weekday services during Holy 

Week. 

 
 
 

Maundy Thursday Service March 24, 6:00 PM 
 

 On Maundy Thursday the church                             

remembers Jesus’ last meal with his disciples in    

the upper room prior to his arrest and crucifixion. 

The day marks three key events in Jesus’ last           

week on earth; the washing of his disciple’s feet,  

his institution of the Eucharist (communion), and  

his new commandment to love one another.  

The name Maundy Thursday comes from the Latin mandatum novum,                

referring to the new commandment Jesus taught his disciples, to love one     

another. In other words, this is “new commandment” Thursday.  We will, as we 

have other years, share a simple of meal of soup and bread before the service. 

Please bring a soup and some bread to share for the meal at 5:30. In the past 

we have shared communion sitting at a table in the front of the sanctuary. This 

year communion will be served as served by the early church by intinction; 

come forward, take a piece of bread, dip into a chalice of wine and eat. In              

addition to communion you are invited to participate in a foot washing by                 

Pastor Michael.  Participants will come forward, sit in a chair, remove their 

shoes and socks.  Water from a pitcher is poured over your feet and then       

dried with a towel. Despite any reservations you might have about his part of 

the service, I encourage you to participate in the foot washing. It is a powerful, 

humbling, experience that adds richness to this special service that cannot be 

put into words.   



 

Good Friday Service March 25, 6:00 PM 

 

On Good Friday the church marks the death   

of Jesus. It is called “good” because of what 

Jesus’ death means for the redemption of the 

world. This somber service includes a dramatic 

reading of the gospel account of Jesus’            

passion (the suffering of Christ after the Last 

Supper including his crucifixion.) Although this 

is a somber service we should not be sad.           

Instead we should show profound wonder and gratitude as we rejoice in the 

purposes of God, who wishes to redeem his children, and offer gratitude for 

God’s greatest gift.  
 

 
Easter Sunday Service  

March 27, 10:00 AM 
 

 Easter Sunday is the day we 

celebrate the resurrection of Jesus from 

the dead.  Our service will be a service 

of joy, celebration, renewal.                                 

Our children will again decorate a bare 

wooden cross with flowers as part of 

our service. Please note that the                   

service is at 10 AM which is earlier than 

our usual 

Sunday                

service.  



Valentines, Food,  
Fellowship &  

Clogging 
  

Thanks to everyone who 

attended our annual  

Valentine potluck              

followed by special     

music and clog dancing 

by our friends Rock, 

Candy, and Slim.               

This year’s event was 

just as much fun as it is 

every year.   

 

 



 



 



 

 

“Silver Express” Food Bank 
 

Thank you for your help to fill their 
bowls! 

 

  Donations for this month      
                will be delivered March 15. 

 

All canned/boxed food on the shelves will be delivered                       

each month to ensure freshness.  



 

 
 

 

THE CHURCH OF THE APOSTLES 
336 BARNETT AVENUE 
WAYNESBORO, PA  17268-0288  
 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please forward an address change to the Church office.   
 

 

 

       

 
 

March 2016 
 

             

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We are called together to worship God, united by the Holy Spirit, 
and chosen as instruments of our Lord’s purpose to teach, support 
and serve all people.  We witness to the church, the community and 

the world by showing joy in the faith and using our talents to praise God. 
 


