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From the Pastor’s Study February 2016 
 

 January has slipped  by quickly and  we are already coming to the end  

of the first week of February, the shortest month of the year. Despite the 

date, I still haven’t put away all of my Christmas decorations at home. I had  

better get busy or there will still be a snowmen and  a Santa Clause on my 

mantle Easter morning.  

Ash Wednesday is next week already, marking the beginning of the 

season of Lent. The florist has already given us a dead line for ordering 

Easter flowers. The UCC Lenten daily devotionals have arrived . The stores 

are already stocked  with spring clothing, garden tools and  seeds. I look           

forward  to winter as a time to slow down, to go within and  rest and  be             

renewed  from the business of the warmer months.  Instead , I’ve have been 

shoveling snow and  making plans for a new season in the church. 

 In February we celebrate the secular holidays of Valentine’s Day and  

Presidents Day; while the church has Ash Wednesday and  the days of Lent. 

I am grateful for all the special days we celebrate throughout the year both 

secular and  religious.  If it wouldn’t be for those special days we set aside  

to honor someone or something important our lives would  be a continuous, 

monotonous series of days, weeks, months and  years.  Those special days  

of celebration help  to break the routine of our lives, to stop, reflect and  

hopefully rest for a while if only for a day.    

Not everyone appreciates the significance of the special days of the 

year. Child ren will appreciate being off on Monday for Presidents Day          

although I doubt they will spend  much time thinking about Lincoln or 

Washington. For many people Valentine’s Day will just be a day to remind  

them of their single status.  

 But hopefully those of us who recognize the special religious days of 

February will find  special meaning in them. Ash Wednesday and  the forty 

days of Lent lead ing up to Easter should  be significant for people of faith. 

Those special days invite us to slow down, reflect upon on where we are in 

our faith journey, in our relationship  with God . Not any easy thing to do in 

a world  that continuously demands our time and  attention to non -religious 

matters.  



 

 

It does require a concerted  effort on our part to slow down for the 

next six weeks, to change our daily habits. We can begin our Lenten journey 

by attend ing the Ash Wednesday service next week. By attend ing a special 

church service in the midd le of the week we take the first step  in changing 

our daily routine. The first words you will hear at that service will be; “We 

have left many important pursuits to gather here.  In these moments, worship is our 

first importance.” The decision to take that first step  away from the routine of 

the world  we live in is always the hardest but the most important decision 

we must make. 

It is easy for us as Christians to forget who we are, and  whose we are. 

By participating in the d iscip lines of the Lenten season we are reminded  

that we are mortal, that we were created  by God  and  will one day return         

to God .  We are reminded  that life is short and  uncertain, that we need  a 

savior, and  that every day you and  I do or say something that separates             

us from God. Those are tru ths that are easily forgotten in a world  that is  

focused  on self and  gaining personal wealth and  success. 

We live in a world  that needs a savior. The good  news is that we 

have a savior, Jesus. I pray that you find  time each day that leads to Easter 

Sunday to stop if only for a moment and  remember the one who lived  for 

you, the one who d ied  for you, and  continues to be with you for eternity. 

 

In Christians Love, 

Pastor Michael 

 
“Some of the Lord’s followers think one day is more important than 

another. Others think all days are the same. But each of you should  make 

up your own mind .”-Romans 14: 5 (Contemporary English Version) 

 

 



 
Calendar of Events 

 

February 
 

 
 7  Worship             10:45 AM 
 
 8 Social Seniors          2-4 PM 
    at Trinity Waynesboro 
 
10 Ash Wednesday Service        6 PM 
 
14 Worship               10:45 AM 
 
14 Luncheon & Clog Dancing 12 Noon 
                  
16 Silver Express Delivery    1 :30 PM 
 
21 Worship               10:45 AM 
 
28 Church Growth Com.     9:15 AM 
 
28 Worship               10:45 AM 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Weight Watchers meets every 
             Tuesday at 5 PM 
     and Wednesday at 9 AM 
 
Al Anon meets every Thursday  
           from 8-9 PM 
     

 
 

Birthdays  
&  

Anniversaries 
in 

February 
 

 

 

 

 7  Dylan Fitz 

 9  Elizabeth Reecher 

10 Laurie Deaver 

13 Ashley (Ritchey) Walker 

16 Richard and Linda Hovis 

26 Hailee Leidig 

28 Chloe Lux 

 

 
  

 



     WORSHIP ASSISTANTS in February 

 

Lay Readers 
 

The scriptures  
will given to you 

the week before you are 
scheduled to read. 

 
 
 

 

No assigned readers  

for  

February 

  

 

 

 
The Nursery is Available if Needed.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

Ushers & Greeters 
  
February 7:  Bob Benchoff & Randy Cramer   

February 14:  Brian & Debbie Jacobs 

February 21:  Dave Patterson & Bruce Barr 

February 28:  Nevin & Sondra Monn 

 

 

 
   

      

Communion Assistants 

 

 

February 7:  Bob Benchoff, Randy Cramer   

                    & Judy Fitz 

 

March 6:  Tony & Donna Haugh  

                    & Bob Stum 



Social Seniors  

 

Social Seniors will meet in Harbaugh Hall, Trinity UCC in Waynesboro, 
on Monday Feb. 8 from 2:00 until 4:00.   

 

Trinity’s new pastor, Bruce Druckenmiller and his wife Narda,                                  
will be joining us.   

Please also join us for an afternoon of good fellowship and refreshments.  

Church Staff & Committees          
        

 Pastor: Michael Cromer Home: 717-776-7612  
                Cell:    717-816-2940  
    Email: mcromerm@aol.com 
 

 Church Office:  762-4113    Email:  apostlesucc@gmail.com 
 Office Hours: Tuesday - Friday 8:30 AM – 3 PM  
 
 Secretary:  Linda Ritchey  762-1789 
 Volunteer Financial Secretary: Judy Fitz  762-4028 
 Treasurer: Linda Ritchey  762-1789 
 Choir Director:  
 Organist: Jim Heefner  765-9534   
 Consistory President:  Randy Cramer 717– 387-1657 
 Vice-President:  Jean High 762-7794 
 Altar Guild:  Danny & Laurie Deavers  717-655-5078        
 Archive:  Linda Ritchey  762-1789   
 Christian Education:   
 Christian Outreach:   
 Lay, Life, & Work:   
 Outdoor Ministry: Bob Benchoff  749-5202 
 Property: Bruce Barr  (301) 824-2849 
 Spiritual Council: Randy Cramer   (717)387-1657 
 Spiritual Council Vice-Chair: Dave Patterson  762-1452 
 Stewardship & Finance: Donna Haugh & Jean High 

mailto:mcromerm@aol.com


Winter Weather  
 

 We are in the season of inclement weather that might 

prevent worship services on some Sunday mornings. If you 

are not certain as to whether or not Sunday worship is being 

held, please call Bob Benchoff at 377-4729. 

 

 

Clog Dancing  
and Old Time Music on Valentine’s Day 

 Join us on a February 14 beginning at 

noon for our annual Valentine’s community 

potluck followed by entertainment by Rock, 

Candy and Slim who will provide us with               

entertainment after the meal.  Beginning at 

1:15Rock and his partner Candy will clog 

dance; while Slim will provide the music using 

a variety of unusual instruments such as the 

jug, washboard, spoons, pots and pans, as 

well as the banjo, squeeze box and guitar.  

This is a great program for kids who will                 

participate by playing a variety of homemade 

musical instruments. This event has been 

continuously one of the most enjoyable              

special events of the year. Bring something to share at the potluck, bring a 

friend to share this fun afternoon.  

 

Volunteers Needed  
 Waynesboro New Hope Shelter needs volunteers to help the homeless 

in our community.  Both shelters are currently full with 40 people in residence. 

There are 12 men, 6 women, and 2 families with 6 children waiting for open-

ings at the shelter. One woman is known to be sleeping in her car. You can 

help by volunteering to serve the Room at the Inn which is a cold weather   

shelter for women and children, open only in February and March.  You must, 

however, attend a training session.  Call 762-5840 for more information and to 

schedule a training session that suits your schedule. 



 

The Lenten Season Begins 

 

 The 40 day season of Lent begins on Ash 
Wednesday February 10, and ends on March 26. Daily 
devotionals from The United Church of Christ will be 
available as in previous years. The season of Lent is a 
time of personal reflection, a time to evaluate our lives 
and our relationship with God.  Lent is a time for us to 
repent (turn back towards God) and prepare ourselves 
for Good Friday that commemorates Jesus’ crucifixion, 
and Easter Sunday, the day we celebrate Jesus’ resur-
rection from the dead.  

 

 

Ash Wednesday 

 

 An Ash Wednesday service will be held at 6 PM on            
February 10 marking the beginning of Lent.  Ashes will be placed 
on the forehead of those attending this brief service reminding us 
of our own mortality and that one day we will all return to ashes 
or dust. Ash Wednesday reminds us that all of us fall short in our 
relationship with God and that all of us are in need of a savior.    

 

 

Volunteers Needed 

 

 The Lunch Place in Waynesboro is in need of              

volunteers on Monday’s and Thursday’s.  If interested in 

helping out contact Christ United Methodist Church at 

UMCChrist@gmail.com or call 762-7042 and ask for the 

church secretary. 

mailto:UMCChrist@gmail.com


 

Peace Garden 

 

 It’s not too early to start thinking about the 

upcoming garden season. Greenhouses and nurs-

eries have already started their bedding plants for 

spring. One of this year’s new garden projects will 

be to plant a garden in the space surrounding the 

peace pole. Please share your ideas and make a 

commitment to help with this project. As with the 

community garden project, this project is also open to the public.  Invite friends 

and neighbors to participate and make contributions of plants from their own 

garden to make this a true community project. 

 
From UPAVIM 

(at the Peace Pole  
Celebration) 

           



 



 



 

 



 





From  

Al Anon: 

 

“Silver Express” Food Bank 
 

Thank you for your help to fill their 
bowls! 

 

   
    Donations for this month      
               will be delivered February 16. 

 
 

All canned/boxed food on the shelves will be delivered                       

each month to ensure freshness.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

  

 
 
 

 

THE CHURCH OF THE APOSTLES 
336 BARNETT AVENUE 
WAYNESBORO, PA  17268-0288  
 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please forward an address change to the Church office.   
 

 

 

       

 
 

February 2016 
 

             

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We are called together to worship God, united by the Holy Spirit, 
and chosen as instruments of our Lord’s purpose to teach, support 
and serve all people.  We witness to the church, the community and 

the world by showing joy in the faith and using our talents to praise God. 
 


