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From the Pastor’s Study
The Christian church is full of ancient traditions that enhance our spiritual
journey. One of the most important traditions is the church calendar which
focuses on the life and ministry of Jesus. November 27, the first Sunday in Advent,
begins the first day of the new Church year. From Advent to Easter Christians
travel on a spiritual journey as we follow the life and ministry of Jesus. The first
Sunday after Pentecost begin the months on the church calendar called “Ordinary
Time”, from the word “ordinal” which means counted time. During Ordinary Time
the church focuses on various aspects of our faith, especially the mission of the
church.
At the beginning of the church year the four weeks of Advent prepare us
for Christmas by calling us to go within and reflect on our lives. Christmas Day we
celebrate Jesus, God’s greatest gift to his people. On the first Sunday in January we
celebrate Epiphany remembering the arrival of the Wise Men and are reminded of
our own personal journey towards Christ. During the season of Lent beginning on
Ash Wednesday, we journey with Jesus from Palm Sunday, to Maundy Thursday
and Good Friday, arriving at Easter Sunday the day of his resurrection. And finally
on Pentecost we celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit.
These special days within the church year, and the festivals associated with
them, were created by the early church for people of faith who were poor with
little or no education that they might learn about the role God has played in the
world throughout history. Even today these special days of the Church year are
still important to us as Christians. For no matter how educated we are, no matter
how much wealth we have accumulated we all need to take time to remember
God’s role in the world and in our personal lives.
As part of these special days the church has traditionally used many things
to enhance its celebrations; candles, evergreens, flowers, particular colors of altar
clothes, hymns, wine and bread, ashes. Scent, taste, visuals, hearing; all play an
important role in our recognition of the sacred days of the church year. These
physical things trigger memories for us and take us to a different place in our
mind. We come associate certain things with particular celebrations; flowers at
Easter, candles for Advent, evergreens for Christmas.

As with the church, there many sights, sounds, smells, tastes, and memories that
have become a traditional part of my Christmas. They may not all be of a religious
nature yet they still bring fond remembrances of the warmth and love of
Christmases past. They enhance the season for me. The smells of a Christmas
dinner, a decorated tree, Christmas music, my grandmother’s cookies, ribbon
candy and hard toy candies, Christmas cards, eleven o’clock service with my
grandmother, Christmas plays and concerts, and most importantly, time spent
with loved ones.
Christmas caroling is an old tradition within the church of which many of us
have fond memories. In this month’s newsletter you will find some photos from
the past when we Christmas caroled at the homes of folks from the church who
could no longer attend services. Some of the people in the photos have passed
yet the time we spent with them is still fondly remembered. The appreciation they
expressed was more than worthy of the small amount of time we spent with them
one Sunday afternoon in December.
As we become more and more immersed in the Christmas season let us
remember what is most important about the season; the love and fellowship we
share with one another, remembering the blessings we have received throughout
the year, the important role God still plays in our life, and most importantly the
hope that Jesus brought to this world and continues to offer us today.

Merry Christmas, In Christian Love
Pastor Michael
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Social Seniors
Social Seniors will be meeting on Monday, December
12 from 2 until 4:00 PM at Church of the Apostles. Please
come and enjoy the fun, fellowship and food. Hope to see
you there.

Church Staff & Committees
Pastor: Michael Cromer Home: 717-776-7612
Cell: 717-816-2940
Email: mcromerm@aol.com
Church Office: 762-4113 Email: apostlesucc@gmail.com
Office Hours: Tuesday - Friday 8:30 AM – 3 PM
Secretary: Linda Ritchey 762-1789
Volunteer Financial Secretary: Judy Fitz 762-4028
Treasurer: Linda Ritchey 762-1789
Choir Director:
Organist: Jim Heefner 765-9534
Consistory President: Mary Lou Misner 717-749-3839
Vice-President: Jean High 762-7794
Altar Guild: Danny & Laurie Deavers 717-655-5078
Archive: Linda Ritchey 762-1789
Christian Education:
Christian Outreach:
Lay, Life, & Work:
Outdoor Ministry: Bob Benchoff 749-5202
Property: Bruce Barr 301-824-2849
Spiritual Council: Julia Cramer 717-658-9603
Stewardship & Finance: Donna Haugh & Jean High

Calendar of Events
Birthdays
&
Anniversaries
in

December

December
3 Hospital Greens Sale 7:30 AM-2 PM
4 Worship

10:45 AM

10 Trip to Hoffman Homes

9:15 AM

11 Worship

10:45 AM

14 Buchannan Trail Quilters 5:30 PM
18 Worship
20 Silver Express Delivery

10:45 AM
1:30 PM

15 Shirley Zeigler

Weight Watchers meets every
Tuesday at 5 PM
and Wednesday at 9 AM
Al Anon meets every Thursday
from 8-9 PM

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
in December

CONSISTORY
MEMBERS

The Nursery is Available if Needed.

Ushers & Greeters
December 4:

Brian & Debbie Jacobs

Julia Cramer

December 11: Tony & Donna Haugh

Jean High

December 18: Nevin & Sondra Monn

Mary Lou Misner
Martha Smith

Communion Assistants
November 6: Donna Levick & Judy Fitz

Donna Levick
Sondra Monn
Nevin Monn
Brian Jacobs

Church Christmas Cards Are Here!
Christmas cards with pictures of the church at
Christmas taken by Linda Ritchey are now available for
purchase. They are really beautiful! There are five
different photos to select from with five different
Christmas messages inside. Cards are $2 each with profits going to the
church maintenance fund. This is an excellent way for you to share with pride
the beauty of your church with others. Many people are first drawn to a church
building before they attend a service. You may also want to use these cards to
invite someone to our Christmas Eve candlelight service.

Christmas Caroling
We will go Christmas caroling again this year
on Sunday Dec. 18 right after the worship service and
lunch. Our number or visits will be fewer this year
because of the passing of some of those folks we
have visited in past years. Please make time during
your busy schedule to bring a little Christmas joy to
some of our church family members who are no longer able to attend services.
They look forward to seeing you even if it is for a brief time. Please keep in
mind that none of us know who will be here next year at this time and the time
will come when all of us will be unable to participate in the life of the church
and will look forward to carolers at Christmas.

SERRV Sale
Our SERRV sale will continue through the first
few weeks of December. SERRV items are made by
people in other countries who sell their crafts, and
food items to support themselves. Many of the people
whose items we sell live in impoverished countries.
You purchase gives them hope for the future and
helps them to support not only themselves but their
children.

Glove and Mitten Tree
We will again collect gloves and mittens of all sizes
for those in need in our community. The Mitten Tree will
again be standing in the narthex for you to attach your
donations. In previous years we have collected close to
100 pairs of gloves and mittens as well as scarves and knit
hats. Many of us assume that everyone has the winter
wear they need because we have never been without those basic necessities
but that is not true for those living on the edge of society.

Trip to Hoffman Homes
We will again visit Hoffman Homes near
Littlestown and take a tour of the facility. The children
they help suffer from emotional problems often due to
physical, sexual and mental abuse by those who
should have cared for them. The trip is scheduled for
Sat. Dec. 11. We will leave the church around 9:15
to arrive on time for the 10:30 tour. We will take with us the children’s bibles
we have been collecting as well as Christmas gifts for 12 of the children at
Hoffman Homes.

Holiday Schedule of Special Events
2nd Sunday of Advent

December 4

Christmons service / Hanging of the Greens
December 11

3rd Sunday of Advent

December 18

3rd Sunday of Advent
Christmas caroling after worship

December 24

Christmas Eve candlelight service 7 PM

December 25 Christmas Day - No Worship Service

Musician Tom Jolin
Returns to Apostles
One of our favorite musicians Tom Jolin and his
hammered dulcimer returns to Apostles. Tom will
provide special music for us during our worship service
on Dec. 11.

Christmas Day
Christmas day falls on a Sunday this year. A decision has been made
by consistory to not have a worship service on Christmas day. Many of us will
be attending Apostles beautiful and meaningful Christmas Eve candlelight
service. Christmas day for most of us is a hectic and very busy day when we
try to fit more into a day than we should. By having no service on Christmas
day everyone will be able to spend time with friends and family.

Donation Receipts for Tax Statements
Please submit any receipts to the office that you want to have included
on your 2016 tax statement by December 31.
Any receipts submitted in January
will be included on your 2017 tax statement.

Reimbursement for Receipts
If you purchase a budgeted or In-Out donation item for the church
you can submit the receipt to the office for reimbursement.
Please include a note with your name, what the purchased item is (if it’s not
clear on the receipt) and write “Reimbursement” on it.
All receipts need to be submitted for reimbursement during
the calendar year the purchase was made for our budget purposes.

“Silver Express” Food Bank
Thank you for your help to fill their
bowls!

Donations for this month
will be delivered December 20.
All canned/boxed food on the shelves will be delivered
each month to ensure freshness.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Please forward an address change to the Church office.

December 2016
MISSION STATEMENT
We are called together to worship God, united by the Holy Spirit,
and chosen as instruments of our Lord’s purpose to teach, support
and serve all people. We witness to the church, the community and
the world by showing joy in the faith and using our talents to praise God.

