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From the Pastor’s Study  
 Pope Francis visited the United States last week.  If you didn’t know 

that, you are either living under a rock or in the wilderness someplace void of 

all human contact and without access to any form of media. Pope frenzy was 

everywhere and not just among Catholics. While eating at Wendy’s last week 

with my friend’s boys, an employee wiping off tables overhearing our  

conversation about the pope’s visit began telling us how excited she was to 

have two tickets to see the pope in Philadelphia. She was giddy over the  

prospect. The pope’s face was everywhere; on the front page of every  

newspaper and magazine and the first story every night on the evening news. 

Just a glimpse of him was considered a blessing. One barber even cut the popes 

likeness on the scalp of one of his customers. Pope Francis bobble heads, coffee 

mugs and t-shirts were popular souvenirs. A man took the drinking glass the 

pope had drunk from and he and his wife finished the water considering the 

water to be blessed.  

I didn’t watch all of the coverage but did watch the pope deliver his 

simple and uncomplicated message to congress.  I watched as politicians like 

John Boehner wept openly at hearing Christ’s message to love one another.          

I think the hardened hearts of many men of power were softened that day.                    

I think Mr. Boehner’s decision to step down as speaker of the house was a                

direct result of what the pope said. Mr. Bohner was a changed man. I think 

thousands of hearts were changed all over the country by the pope during his 

visit.  

 I don’t remember previous visits by popes to this country, the last in 

2008.  Was it because those visits received less coverage than this one?  Or was 

it because the previous popes weren’t as popular as Pope Francis, named The 

People’s Pope? Was it his focus on the least of this world, the lost, the lonely, 

the forgotten people of the world that has endeared him to so many people 

both Catholic and Protestant? Was it the topic of one of his homilies about the 

importance of the simplest things we do for one another? There is no denying 

the pope’s wide appeal despite these times when folks say they aren’t that  



interested in church or religion.  

 I watched the pope’s final mass on Sunday afternoon in Philadelphia the 

day before he returned to Rome.  An estimated 1 million people participated.    

It was a traditional Catholic mass with all the bells, candles, chants and incense 

and Latin one would expect. It was as high, traditional a church service as it 

gets. The music was both beautiful and moving as thousands of voices united 

as one singing praises to God. I was moved by the faces of the people                 

worshiping as the cameras scanned the crowd. These were the diverse faces of 

God’s people; black, white, brown, men, women, children, babies, young, old, 

the physically challenged, as well as those less visible; people of various sexual    

orientations; all these people together worshipping one God.  The Eucharist 

was served to thousands. It was hard to imagine how that would be                          

accomplished with such a vast number of people. And yet hundreds of                     

thousands of people did receive the bread and wine, the body and blood of 

Christ in holy communion.  

Pope Francis’ visit did confirm something that I had doubts about;                

that people in this country are still interested in God and things spiritual.                

The pope, an ambassador for Christ, a man who represents Christianity was                

welcomed like a rock star by millions of people from all walks of life, from all 

kinds of religious backgrounds, and from no religious backgrounds. People 

really are still interested in God.  What good news! How refreshing! How                

inspiring for those of us who are in the business of serving God and people 

that don’t always appear that interested in God. God is still speaking, and 

God’s people are still interested and listening. What good news for the Church 

and for all people of faith.      

In Christian Love, 
Pastor Michael 

 
   “Whenever two or three of you come together in my name, I am there with you.”                             

-Mathew 18: 20 



  

 

 

September 16 Community Gardner’s Dinner 



September 19 Peace Pole Dedication Ceremony 
 

 

Randy & Bob carry the Peace Pole out. The children help to install the 
Peace Pole. 

The children release the doves. 

Our September 20 closing hymn, 
“Let There Be Peace On Earth” 

at the Peace Pole. 

See more Peace Pole pictures on our website under Community Outreach 
and on our Facebook page. 



 
Calendar of Events 

 

October 
 

 4  Worship             10:45 AM 
 
 6  NGA Ingathering         8 AM - 1 PM 
 
11 Worship               10:45 AM 
 
11 Consistory Budget Mtg.   12:15 PM 
  
12 Social Seniors at Apostles  2-4 PM 
 
12 Buchanan Trail Quilters     5:30 PM  
            
18 Worship     10:45 AM 
  
 20 Silver Express Delivery    1:30 PM 
 
 24 Buchanan Trail Quilters 9AM–3PM              
 
 25 Church Growth Com.     9:15 AM 
 
 25 Worship               10:45 AM 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Weight Watchers meets every 
             Tuesday at 5 PM 
     and Wednesday at 9 AM 
 
Al Anon meets every Thursday  
           from 8-9 PM 
     

 
 

Birthdays  
&  

Anniversaries 
in 

October 
 

 

 

 

2  Dorothy Wetherald 

3  Sue Dingle 

10   Judy Fitz 

14   Robert Bostwick 

19   Donna Haugh 

24   Tyson Berkey 

28   Mary Lou and Timothy Misner 

31   Nancy and Bill Luick 

 

 



     WORSHIP ASSISTANTS in October 

 

Lay Readers 
 

The scriptures will given to you 
the week before you are 

scheduled to read. 
 
 
 

 

No assigned readers  

for  

October. 

  

 

 

 
The Nursery is Available if Needed.  

 
 

 
 

Ushers & Greeters 
  
October 4: Debbie & Brian Jacobs  
 
October 11: Nevin & Sondra Monn 
 
October 18:  Bob & Trudy Sum  
 
October 25: Darlene Sease & Bruce Barr   
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

        

Communion Assistants 

 

October 4: Debbie & Brian Jacobs and  
        Bob Stum 
 

November 1: Tony & Donna Haugh and  
            Bob Stum  

 



 
Social Seniors  

Meet at Apostles 
 

Social Seniors will meet at the church  
on October 12 from 2-4 PM.   

Snacks will be provided.   

Church Staff & Committees          
        

 Pastor: Michael Cromer Home: 717-776-7612  
                Cell:    717-816-2940  
    Email: mcromerm@aol.com 
 

 Church Office:  762-4113    Email: apostlesucc336@embarqmail.com 
 Office Hours: Tuesday - Friday 8:30 AM – 3 PM  
 
 Secretary:  Linda Ritchey  762-1789 
 Volunteer Financial Secretary: Judy Fitz  762-4028 
 Treasurer: Linda Ritchey  762-1789 
 Choir Director:  
 Organist: Jim Heefner  765-9534   
 Consistory President:  Randy Cramer 717– 387-1657 
 Vice-President:  Jean High 762-7794 
 Altar Guild:  Danny & Laurie Deavers  717-655-5078        
 Archive:  Linda Ritchey  762-1789   
 Christian Education:   
 Christian Outreach:   
 Lay, Life, & Work:  Linda Hovis  762-7350 
 Outdoor Ministry: Bob Benchoff  749-5202 
 Property: Bruce Barr  (301) 824-2849 
 Spiritual Council: Randy Cramer   (717)387-1657 
 Spiritual Council Vice-Chair: Dave Patterson  762-1452 
 Stewardship & Finance: Donna Haugh & Jean High 

mailto:mcromerm@aol.com
mailto:apostlesucc336@embarqmail.com


  
 
 

 

 
 

 

Consistory Highlights 

Minutes from  
June 20, 2012 

 

Minutes of May 9 meeting were 
approved by Deavers/Lynerd    
motion. 
 

On a Jacobs/Dinterman motion the 
Treasurer’s Report was approved 
subject to audit on a Deavers/
Lynerd motion. 
 

Old Business: 
The Elder and Deacon’s                      
descriptions were finalized. The 
revised Bylaws and Constitution 
be approved with the following  
major changes: Members of              
Consistory will be lowered to 8 
from 12 and Consistory will meet 
every other month.  Five members    
constitutes a quorum.  

NEW BUSINESS:                           
Parking Lot – A letter will be sent 
to the American Legion stating the 
parking lot at Church of the                 
Apostles is in need of repair and/or 
sealing/repaving.  Bob Benchoff 
will be getting estimates to include 
in the letter.  We are hoping they 
will approve grant money.  An      
estimate from AAA Paving for             
filling in cracks is $1800. 

 

Committee Reports 
Christian Outreach –                                
The Lutheran Handbell Choir (April 
29) and the Wayne Band (June 10) 
performed. Each was given a dona-
tion and a freewill offering. Frank 
Scheib was guest speaker June 10  
on behalf of Fisher House                  
Foundation. Communicating with 
the Fruit Belt Farm worker Christian 
Ministry for a fall activity. The last 
Silver Express food back delivery 
was April 20. 

Christian Education Committee:     
Bible School is being planned for 
July. Planning a youth event for the 
summer. Cards and cash for our 
three graduates were mailed.  
(Hannah Misner (law school), Jeff 
Dingle (college) and Katie Fitz (high 
school). 
 

Stewardship and Finance: 
Deavers/Deavers moved the                  
Finance Committee will make the 
decision to put all C.D’s with                
Edward Jones when the mature. 
D. Deavers/Dinterman moved to 
donate the eight heavy tables and 
63 old metal chairs to Pam                
Rowland and her American Indian 
Mission Group. 

The next meeting August 8, 2012. 
  

Peace Pole Dedication and Installation 
 

 The day was picture perfect; sunny, blue skies and a warm 
wind. People conversed with one another as they shopped for Fair 
Trade items, local pottery and crafts.  The sound of a guitar and the 
voice of our guest musician Daniel McCarthy flowed clear down              
Barnett Avenue. The Antietam Humane society was there with a 
dog named Shadow with the hope someone might give him a 
home. Kids and adults learned how to make origami peace cranes.  
Kids decorated their own peace pole for the church sanctuary in 
their unique way. It was a glorious day of fun and friendship, a day 
to celebrate peace.  People gathered around the peace pole for the 
dedication.  Children helped fill in the hole in which the 10 foot             
cedar pole was placed. Inspiring words about peace were heard 
and spoken by those in attendance. The children released white pigeons sym-
bolic of peace doves as everyone sang “Blowin’ in the Wind.”  It was a memo-
rable day that will be repeated next year when our peace garden is dedicated. 
Thanks to everyone who helped make the day a success.   

NGA Ingathering 
 

 The 2015 NGA Ingathering will be held at the 
Church of the Apostles on October 6. 
 The Mission of NGA - Needlework Guild of 
America is to improve the quality of life for                                

economically disadvantaged individuals in the United States by collecting and 
distributing to them NEW gifts of clothes, linens, and personal care items. 
 Our desire is to help disadvantaged children, women and men by                
offering new items of clothing to help them become self-sufficient in life. The 
new clothes help bring warmth and comfort to those who need it most. A new             
outfit encourages a positive outlook on life. 
 The local branch of NGA services the following agencies: Waynesboro              
Community and Human Services, South Mountain Restoration Center,                 
Pregnancy Resource Center, Franklin County Headstart Programs and Faith 
Community Outreach Ministries. These agencies provide us with requisitions 
as to their needs and we shop appropriately. A copy of the requisitions are 
posted in the Narthex or I will accept monetary donations and shop for you. 
 Thanks again, for helping those less fortunate. 
     

                              Linda Hovis, Waynesboro Branch Secretary 



 

A Visit to Hoffman Homes for Youth 
 

The church will visit Hoffman Homes for Youth near 
Gettysburg on a Saturday sometime between now 
and Christmas. The home provides shelter and re-
habilitation to children from ages 6 to 18 who have 
come from homes where they have been abused or 
have had experienced emotional trauma of some 
kind. A sign-up sheet for the trip will be in the                
narthex. 
 

Trees Planted for Peace 
 

 Because the church purchased a children’s Peace Pole, 
the organization that supplies the poles will have 10 trees 
planted in our honor through an organization called Trees for 
the Future.  We will also receive a certificate for our                            
participation in the Peace Pole project. 
 

Apostle’s Youth Group 
 

 A church youth group for ages 12 to 18 will meet 

for the first time on Sunday afternoon, Oct. 4 from 2:00 to 

4:00. Randy Cramer and Pastor Michael will lead the 

youth in games, conversation, ideas, and just having fun.  

Snacks and refreshments will be served.  If you know a 

young person who might be interested encourage them 

to attend. 

 

A Roof Over the Side Church Entrance 
 

 The congregation has voted unanimously to build a roof over the side-

walk that leads up to the side entrance of the church.  This new addition to the 

building will provide shelter from adverse weather and prevent the sidewalk 

from becoming icy in the winter. Construction will begin soon.   



Fall Clean up and Spring Bulb Planting 
 

 In a few weeks it will be time to put 

away our summer planters and clean up the 

gardens for winter.  Don’t let the warm 

weather fool you.  The temperatures can 

change quickly and a killing frost is soon to 

come. Volunteers are needed to help with the 

task.  Please don’t let the same people do the 

chores of the church by themselves.  As you 

have heard it said, many hands make light 

work.  Find inspiration to help by reading Exodus 31-38.     

 The daffodil bulbs that were planted around the cross have been thinned 

out.  It is now time to replant those excess bulbs around the church. Volunteers 

are needed for that task as well. All your efforts will be worth it when you see 

them blooming in the spring. 

 

 
 

   
 



 
 
 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

    



 

 

 

 

A letter from 

 

Nelwin Adling, 

 

our Sponser Child 



 
 
 
 

Thank You 

 

 Thanks to those of you who supported SERRV and UPAVIM by pur-

chasing their Fair Trade items.  Your support helped people in other places in 

the world support themselves and their families. You will never know who you 

helped but your purchase did make a difference in someone’s life.  



 

“Silver Express” Food Bank 
 

Thank you for your help to fill their 
bowls! 

 

  Donations for this month      
                will be delivered October 20. 

 

All canned/boxed food on the shelves will be delivered                       

each month to ensure freshness.  



   

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

THE CHURCH OF THE APOSTLES 
336 BARNETT AVENUE 
WAYNESBORO, PA  17268-0288  
 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please forward an address change to the Church office.   
 

 

 

       

 
 

October 2015 
 

             

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We are called together to worship God, united by the Holy Spirit, 
and chosen as instruments of our Lord’s purpose to teach, support 
and serve all people.  We witness to the church, the community and 

the world by showing joy in the faith and using our talents to praise God. 
 


